
 
 

Mr. Breakstone’s Friday Post 
October 21, 2016 

 

Classroom Snapshot 

     
3rd Graders work together, to write, solve math problems, and work on projects! 

 
CARES Update: 

Song of the Week: “New Soul” by Yael Naim 
CARES Tool: Empathy (Understand, and act upon, the emotions of others.) 

Signal Word: adaptation 
 

Important Dates: 
● Saturday, October 22: Creek Cleanup! 9 - 12 at the Creek 
● Monday, October 31: California Academy of Sciences Field Trip 

(drivers needed!) 
 
Homework: Due FRIDAY 10/28 

❏ Home Connection: Correspondence 

❏ Reading Log 

❏ Handwriting Practice 

❏ Math Pages 
 

Fashionable students do their 
homework! 
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Class Work & Projects 

Science: Wild Style 
Elise once again visited our classroom to help 
students adapt clothes like animals. While she 
worked with students to sew, glue, stuff, cut, and tie 
old clothes into newly adapted outfits, the rest of the 
class studied physical adaptations and behavioral 
adaptations. We compared the adaptations of 
elephant shrew and grasshopper mice to see how 
these amazing creatures are adapted to survive!  

Elise helps Tora adapt clothing. 

 

 
Cashis divides ankylosaurus fossils. 

Math: Wall of Fossils 
Division is the big word this week! Students learned 
how to divide through using strategies they already 
know: drawing pictures, multiplication, and fact 
families. We ended the week by writing 
dinosaur-themed division stories, such as the one to 
the side! 

 

Writing: Small Moments Stories 
Writers write every day! We worked on building up even 
more strategies for writing true stories, including 
imagining your story as a movie in your mind! This week 
we also looked at a checklist of 3rd Grade writing 
expectations, and picked writing goals to work on with 
our writing partners. Finally, students starred one 
rough draft to turn into a final draft in the oncoming 
week!  

Bella and Bailey write, write, write! 
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Saiana practices typing! 

Language Arts: Keyboarding 
As students continued to read about animal 
adaptations with a partner, we also practiced our 
typing skills! Students used Dance Mat Typing to build 
up fluency, endurance, and proficiency with the 
keyboard. Feel free to keep practicing at home! 

 
Other Announcements 

 
Bathroom Behavior 
 
A number of 3rd Graders have recently 
had to be reminded about bathroom 
expectations. At school, the bathroom 
should be used for one purpose only, 
never to take a break, play, or cause 
damage. Please have a conversation with 
your child this weekend about bathroom 
expectations at school. 

 
Yep, that’s actually a picture of our bathroom. 

 
Be fashionable! Clean the creek! 

Creek Cleanup! 
 
This Saturday from 9:00 - 12:00 am, we 
will be cleaning the creek! This is such 
an important space for our science and 
sustainability education. Please bring a 
shovel and gloves if you have them, and 
be ready to pull weeds, plant native 
species, and drink coffee! 

 
  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr

